
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea’ and it would obey you” (Lk 17:6). This weekend, we celebrate the 

Memorial of the patroness of the missions, St Therese of Lisieux. As a young girl Therese of Lisieux 

heard the voice of our Lord and used her tiny faith to move mountains. 

When Therese was very young, her parents entrusted her with small matters. They wanted to 

teach their daughter to help others in need. The hungry, the lost and forsaken knew they would find a 

welcome response at the home of the Martin Family. And on one day each week, the parents sent 

Therese to the front door to respond to the poor seeking help. Therese offered food that the family 

generously shared with those less fortunate. Therese’s father liked to take his youngest daughter 

along for walks in the neighborhood. Here to, she was encouraged to reach out to strangers and to 

offer help. She wanted to also move heart and minds. When a man on crutches refused her simple act 

of charity, Therese vowed to pray for that man on the day of her First Communion … a day that was 

still 5 years in the future.  

Public education was not widespread at that time as it is today. Therese had a limited 

education. She only made it through the third grade in a Catholic School. But her parents and her 

sisters provided a constant example at home for Therese to be instructed in the virtues. They 

encouraged her to offer her thoughts, her prayers, and her actions to help others. This helped to 

reinforce her faith and she truly believed all things were possible with the help of God, things far 

more important than uprooting a mulberry tree and tossing it into the sea.  

At the age of 13, Therese was in the Cathedral praying. She was struck by an image of the 

crucified Christ. “The cry of Jesus on the Cross sounded continually in her heart.” God was calling 

her to become a fisher of souls. Inspired by the love of Jesus on the cross, Thérèse felt a burning 

desire to save “great sinners” from the “eternal flames.” Henri Pranzini was a notorious criminal 

who committed a triple homicide.  The newspaper carried the story of what an unrepentant sinner he 

was, and the justice system condemned him to death by public execution.  

Therese, the little alms giver, was profoundly concerned for the salvation of this one man’s 

soul even though everyone else considered him irredeemable. She decided to utilize her faith the size 

of a mustard seed and draw upon “all the spiritual means” she could muster. She who considered 

herself but a drop of water in comparison to the vast ocean of God’s love and mercy …began to 

offer the “infinite merits of Our Savior and the treasures of the Holy Church” for this grave sinner’s 

salvation.  

Pranzini refused the efforts of the prison chaplain to reach out to him, but Therese continued 

to pray. Perhaps the closest biblical parallel is the story of Dismas, the good thief who hung on the 

cross next to Jesus. Jesus responded to Dismas by promising, “Today, you will be with me in 

paradise.”  

A crowd of 30,000 onlookers came to watch Pranzini hang for his crimes. And then a miracle 

of mercy happened. The murderer Henri Pranzini seized the crucifix of the prison chaplain and 

kissed the sacred wounds of Jesus three times! Therese was not present but learned of the story 

through the newspaper. Therese knew that her prayers and her trust in the infinite mercy of Jesus had 

helped to convert an ardent sinner who repented at the last possible moment. “If you have faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea’ and 

it would obey you.” 

 Christ, suffering on the cross, called Thérèse into an ever-deeper relationship. Two years 

later she entered the convent at the age of 15. She wanted to be a servant, waiting on the Lord, 

discerning his will, and saving souls. Drawn into a life of prayer out of a deep love for God, Therese 



continued to reach beyond the confines of her tiny convent and dream that all things were possible 

with the help of God.  

 Therese knew her own faults and failings and she did not rely on some superhuman ability of 

her own. She acknowledged her helplessness and begged God for help. Recognizing “our own 

weakness, littleness, poverty and powerlessness, it is enough to raise our hands in a gesture of 

confidence and love towards God.” When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done.’ Therese expanded on this notion and prayed, “May your will be done in me 

perfectly, and may I arrive at the place you have prepared for me . . . I want only to give you joy and 

console you.” 

 Less than a dozen years after she had first felt called by God to become a fisher of souls, her 

health failed, and she suffered tremendously from Tuberculosis. The medical community had not yet 

learned how to treat people effectively for the illness. Therese died at a young age of 24, but she was 

still committed to being a fisher of souls. 

Thérèse confided to her sister that she would not be able to rest in heaven as long as there 

were “souls to be saved:” Therese said, “I feel that I am about to die. But I feel especially that my 

mission is about to begin, my mission of making God loved as I love Him, of giving my little way to 

souls. If God answers my desires, my heaven will be spent on earth until the end of the world. Yes, I 

want to spend my heaven in doing good on earth.” 

Since her death in 1897, Therese has continued to use that faith of hers to uproot mulberry 

trees and plant them in the sea. In death, she has worked tirelessly to help share God’s love and 

mercy. 

O Lord, who said, unless you become as little children you shall not enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven, GRANT US, WE BESEECH YOU, to so follow in the way of Blessed Therese in humility 

and simplicity that through her intercession our little prayers for the salvation of souls may be 

granted as part of the shower of roses she promised to send upon this earth. 


